[6% & 64 Vier.] Commonwealth of Australia [Cu. 12.]
- Comnatitution Aet. -

CHAPTER 12.

An Aect to constitute the Commonwealth of Anstralia. A.D. 1900
[oth July 1800.] ~—

EREAS the people of New South Wales, Vietoris, South

Anstralia, Queensiand, and Tasmsais, humbly relying on
the blessing of ighty God, have agreed fo unite in one
indissoluble Federal Comnionwealth under the Crown of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and 'under tbe
Constitotion hereby established :

And wheress it iz expedient to provide for the admiscion inte
the Commonwealth of other Australasien Colonies and possessions
of the Queen:

Be it therefore enacted by the Queen's most Excellent Majesty,
by snd with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parlinmens sesembled,
and by the aunthority of the same, as follows :— .

1. This Aet may be cited aa the Commonwealth of Australia Shor title.
Constifution Act.

2. The provisions of this Act referring to the Queen shall photily
extend to Her Majesty’s heirs and sueoessors in the sovareignty of fe qusen's
the United Kingdom. _

SUCC2IR0rs.

3, Tt shall be lawful for the Queen, with the advide of the Procame-
Privy Couneil, to declare by proclamstion that, on and after a tionof
day therein appointed, not being later than oms yesr after the W'
passinr of this Act, the people of New South Wales, Vietoria,
Sounth Australia, Queensiand, and Tasmenia, and alse, if Her
Majesty ia satisfied that the people of Western Australia hava
agreed thereto, of Western Australia, gball be united in a Federsl
Commonwealth under the name of the Commonwealth of
Australia. Bufthe Queen may, at auy time aftar the proclamstion,
appoint o Qovernor-Geaeral for the Commonwealth.

4. The Commonwealth shall be established, and the Constitution gsmmence
of the Commonwealth shall take sffect, on and after the day go ment of Ast.
appointed. But the Parliaments of the several eolonies may at
any time afier the passing of this Aet make any such laws, to
come into operation on the day so appointad, s they might
heve mede if the Coustitution had taken effect =t the paasing
of this Act,
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